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card records and other financial state-
ments. Soon I will send legislation to
you to finish that job.

We must also act to prevent any ge-
netic discrimination whatever by em-
ployers or insurers. I hope you will sup-
port that.

These steps will allow us to lead to-
ward the far frontiers of science and
technology. They will enhance our
health, the environment, the economy
in ways we cannot even imagine today.

But we all know that at a time when
science technology and the forces of
globalization are bringing so many
changes into all our lives, it is more
important than ever that we strength-
en the bonds that root us in our local
communities and in our national com-
munity. No tie binds different people
together like citizen service.

There is a new spirit of service in
America, a movement we try to sup-
port with AmeriCorps, expanded Peace
Corps, unprecedented new partnerships
with businesses, foundations, commu-
nity groups, partnerships, for example,
like the one that enlisted 12,000 compa-
nies which have now moved 650,000 of
our fellow citizens from welfare to
work, partnerships to battle drug
abuse, AIDS, teach young people to
read, save America’s treasures,
strengthen the arts, fight teen preg-
nancy, prevent violence among young
people, promote racial healing.

The American people are working to-
gether. But we should do more to help
Americans help each other. First, we
should help faith-based organizations
to do more to fight poverty and drug
abuse and help people get back on the
right track with initiatives like second
chance homes that do so much to help
unwed teen mothers.

Second, we should support Americans
who tithe and contribute to charities
but do not earn enough to claim a tax
deduction for it.

Tonight I propose new tax incentives
that would allow low- and middle-in-
come citizens who do not itemize to get
that deduction. It is nothing but fair,
and it will get more people to give.

We should do more to help new immi-
grants to fully participate in our com-
munity. That is why I recommend
spending more to teach them civics and
English. And since everybody in our
community counts, we have got to
make sure everyone is counted in this
year’s census.

Now, within 10 years, just 10 years,
there will be no majority race in our
largest State of California. In a little
more than 50 years, there will be no
majority race in America. In a more
interconnected world, this diversity
can be our greatest strength.

Just look around this Chamber, look
around. We have Members in this Con-
gress from virtually every racial, eth-
nic, and religious background. And I
think you would agree that America is
stronger because of it. But you will
also have to agree that all those dif-
ferences you just clapped for all too
often spark hatred and division, even
here at home.

Just in the last couple of years, we
have seen a man dragged to death in
Texas just because he was black. We
saw a young man murdered in Wyo-
ming just because he was gay. Last
year we saw the shootings of African
Americans, Asian Americans, and Jew-
ish children just because of who they
were.

This is not the American way, and we
must draw the line. I ask you to draw
that line by passing without delay the
Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the
Employment Nondiscrimination Act.
And I ask you to reauthorize the Vio-
lence Against Women Act.

Finally, tonight I propose the largest
ever investment in our civil rights laws
for enforcement because no American
should be subjected to discrimination
in finding a home, getting a job, going
to school, or securing a loan. Protec-
tions in law should be protections in
fact.

Last February, because I thought
this was so important, I created the
White House Office of One America to
promote racial reconciliation. That is
what one of my personal heroes, Hank
Aaron, has done all his life. From his
days as our all-time homerun king to
his recent acts of healing, he has al-
ways brought people together. We
should follow his example. We are hon-
ored to have him with us tonight.
Stand up, Hank Aaron.

I just want to say one more thing
about this, and I want every one of you
to think about this the next time you
get mad at one of your colleagues on
the other side of the aisle. This fall, at
the White House, Hillary had one of her
millennium dinners and we had this
very distinguished scientist there who
was an expert in this whole work in the
human genome; and he said that we are
all, regardless of race, genetically 99.9
percent the same.

Now, you may find that uncomfort-
able when you look around here. But it
is worth remembering. We can laugh
about this, but you think about it.
Modern science has confirmed what an-
cient fates has also taught us, the most
important fact of life is our common
humanity. Therefore, we should do
more than just tolerate our diversity.
We should honor it and celebrate it.

Thank you.
My fellow Americans, every time I

prepare for the State of the Union, I
approach it with hope and expectation
and excitement for our Nation. But to-
night is very special, because we stand
on the mountaintop of a new millen-
nium. Behind us, we can look back and
see the great expanse of American
achievement, and before us we can see
even greater, grander frontiers of possi-
bility. We should, all of us, be filled
with gratitude and humility for our
present progress and prosperity. We
should be filled with awe and joy at
what lies over the horizon, and we
should be filled with absolute deter-
mination to make the most of it.

You know, when the framers finished
crafting our Constitution in Philadel-

phia, Benjamin Franklin stood in Inde-
pendence Hall and he reflected on the
carving of the sun. It was on the back
of a chair he saw. The sun was low on
the horizon, so he said this. He said, I
have often wondered whether that sun
was rising or setting. Today, Franklin
said, I have the happiness to know it is
a rising sun.

Today, because each succeeding gen-
eration of Americans has kept the fire
of freedom burning brightly, lighting
those frontiers of possibility, we all
still bask in the glow and the warmth
of Mr. Franklin’s rising sun. After 224
years, the American revolution con-
tinues. We remain a new Nation. And
as long as our dreams outweigh our
memories, America will be forever
young. That is our destiny. And this is
our moment.

Thank you, God bless you. And God
bless America.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
At 10 o’clock and 47 minutes p.m. the

President of the United States, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.
f

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 50
minutes p.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.
f

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the message of the
President be referred to the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

The motion was agreed to.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. RIVERS (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today, on account of
medical reasons.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina (at the
request of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today, on
account of inclement weather.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of
Mr. GEPHARDT) for today, on account of
medical reasons.

Mr. SHAYS (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today, on account of ill-
ness.

Ms. CARSON (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today, on account of of-
ficial business.
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